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solos.  The evening proved a 
thrilling show as both audience 
and dancers were exhilarated 
by the lively steps.  

Double-set Demo at 
Plantation Estates 
 

   With the greatest number of dancers 
in a CSCDS demonstration ever, the 
south-end CSCDS class and the 
north-end CSCDS class combined to 
perform in February 26th’s exhibition 
in Matthews, NC.  
 

   As few as three or as many as 
sixteen dancers were in each dance of 
the hour and a quarter show. The  

 

 
 

Flowers of Edinburgh 

youngest dancer of CSCDS, seven year-old Patrick from the north-end, along 
with one of CSCDS’s founders of 40 years ago, John Gibbon, danced in the two-
set presentation of Catch as Catch Can.  Interspersed among the Scottish 
Country Dances were a Highland Four-Step Fling, a sword dance and instrumental 

  

   
Patrick, Jack and John 
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Famous Scots 
And what they gave the world 
 

James Watt 

(1736 – 1819)  

Have you ever 
stopped to think 
about the true 
wonders of the 
modern world? 
Travel to places near and far has become 
so easy we do it every day  
without thinking. We go to the store to 
buy a shirt and hardly contemplate the  
                        fact that it was woven out  
                        of the very cotton in the  
                        fields we passed on the  
                        way there. As delivery  
                        processes are improved  
                        daily, goods are shipped  
                        all over the world every  
                        hour by planes and trains  
                        and cargo ships. Many  
                        people agree that the 
Industrial Revolution of the 19th century 
was the foundation of today’s highly 
functioning modern society of 
transportation and manufacturing, but 
what was the impetus for the Industrial 
Revolution? 
     “The invention of the steam engine 
was crucial to the industrialisation of 
modern civilisation. For almost 200 years 
it was the outstanding source of power for 
industry and transport systems in the 
West. It prepared the way for the 
development of more sophisticated 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
heat engines and for the large-scale 
generation of electricity, which 
together effectively displaced it from 
its supremacy in the 20th century.” 1 It 
is here that our friend James Watt the 
Famous Scot comes into the story. As 
a boy he worked in his father’s shop 
learning engineering skills; later he 
worked at Glasgow University making 
mathematical instruments. One day as 
he was repairing the school’s 
Newcomen steam engine, Watt 
realized that even when fully 
operational, the engine was 
inefficient and 
wasteful of 75% 
of its power. He 
shortly developed 
a far more 
efficient, precise, 
and effectual 
model that 
became widely popular and triggered 
the Industrial Revolution.  
     Among other contributions to the 
world such as a steam locomotive and 
a chemical document copier, James 
Watt defined “horsepower” in the 
engine sense and gave us the “Watt” 
unit of power. Broadly speaking, he 
most of all gave the world the engine 
needed to develop today’s modern 
society.  

 
Quote Source 1: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-

news/4750891/The-power-behind-the-Industrial-

Revolution.html  

 
 

Ouchie! 

Watch out for the hidden Scottish Thistle 

in this newsletter! It 

looks like this but much smaller. 

If you find it, be sure to tell us first 

before anyone else steps on the thistle. 

       Happy Birthday this March to: 
 

Doreen – 11th 
Allie – 21st 
Connie – 31st  

 

 Check out our class website at 
charlottescottishdance.wordpress.com 

 
James Watt 

 
Watt’s steam engine 
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